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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP MEETING

WITH CITY OF PRINCETON OFFICIALS

June 14, 2004

Present – Baldwin Township Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

City of Princeton Officials Lee Steinbrecher, Victoria Hallin, Paul Whitcomb, Brian Humphrey, City Administrator Mark Karnowski and Deputy Clerk Ann Bien.
Call to Order/Reconvene - The June 14, 2004 meeting of the Township of Baldwin was called to order by Jess Hall at 3:05 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the pledge of allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Meet With City of Princeton Officials – Township attorney, Robert Ruppe, stated that there is no direct state statute to cover a way for the townships contribution for municipal services, but that there are various ways to handle the situation that would follow statutes.  The reference was to Minnesota State Statutes §465, §475 and §300.  Mr. Ruppe provided a copy of an orderly annexation agreement that he had helped Belle Plain Township and the City of Belle Plain put into action.  Jess Hall asked if the town board needed permission from the residents to make contributions.  Mr. Ruppe replied that permission wasn’t necessary as long as state statute was followed.  Lee Steinbrecher questioned what would happen if an agreement is made between the city and township that consisted of a financial contribution by the township the city and the township residents don’t approve a levy large enough to finance the contribution to the city.  Bob Ruppe explained that if the residents don’t approve a levy, a Subordinate Service District is established and the town board then makes a determination of the levy needed.  Mr. Steinbrecher questioned if there is was a change in the town board after a subordinate service district is established, if the new town board could threaten to take away funds.  Mr. Ruppe explained that the city would be protected with an ironclad contract with the township.  

Mr. Ruppe posed another issue regarding the provision of sewer and water.  He explained that the city can’t make a profit with sewer and water revenue.  If the services, though, are provided to another municipality, a profit can be made with the money going into the city’s general fund.  Eleanor Rittenour questioned if it would force current township residents to pay more for city services.  Bob Ruppe replied, yes, usually it is a 5% increase for city services.  It was further explained that 25% of property owners could call for a referendum that could reverse the subordinate service district.  The people who didn’t sign a petition for a subordinate service district could be excluded from receiving city services.  Jess Hall stated that either a joint powers or sewer district could be formed which would alleviate the fear of the town board changing.

Victoria Hallin questioned if a subordinate service district would allow a developer to place homes closer together.  Bob Ruppe said that it is up to county zoning on how close the developers could place homes.  He further stated that the township could petition the county to change the density requirements.  
Discussion followed regarding incorporation.  Bob Ruppe stated that the township is not ready to incorporate primarily due to lack of planning and zoning services.  At the June 12, 2004 Baldwin Township open house the following areas were discussed: 

· Merger

· Orderly annexation

· Provision for city sewer and water

· 60 acre annexation by ordinance

Mark Karnowski reminded the town board of the public hearing scheduled for June 24, 2004 on the 17 acre Hatch annexation.  
Mr. Karnowski further stated that it would be in the city’s best interest to have a proposal on the table.  Bryan Lawrence prepared an informational sheet on the goal, potential services to be provided, and the benefits of a service district.  Mr. Lawrence said that Baldwin residents were questioning the type of homes being built on annexed land.  He stated that there is a need to look at current resident concerns.  Mark Karnowski questioned the portion of the sheet concerning ‘Increases taxable resident base’ and suggested that it be revised to ‘increases revenue base’.  Lee Steinbrecher thought it simpler to purchase services from the city and not create another level of government.  Sewer and water is mainly a city benefit.  Eleanor Rittenour stressed that the state is beginning to favor smaller self-sufficient sewer systems.  Mark Karnowski said that every gallon that would be sold to the township would reduce the city’s tax base.  

Jess Hall suggested that the city review the Belle Plain orderly annexation agreement.  The ‘growth area’ of the city should be identified, and a list of the pros and cons for both the township and city should be generated which would consist of:

· Merger (total annexation)

· Orderly annexation

· Service District (joint powers agreement or subordinate service district)

The lists will be reviewed at the next meeting scheduled for July 14, 2004 at 3:00 p.m. at the Princeton Library. 
Adjournment – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to adjourn at 4:56 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Gerald Smith, Ray McGraw, Julius Dorweiler


