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 BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
February 7, 2006

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Debriefing Meeting with Bob Bunger, Facilitator of Visioning Session 6:00 p.m. -
Bob Bunger presented results from the Visioning Session held on Saturday, February 4, 2006.  He commended everyone on such a productive session.  A draft summary of the session was reviewed.  

Elaine Philippi commented that the Town Board can now see what the concerns are of the citizens and asked if we will be seeing something happen soon as far as a comprehensive plan or incorporation.  Lawrence said that things have already happened and the Township will be refining the comprehensive plan.  He explained what the comprehensive plan contained.  Rittenour said she hopes the Town Board selects a comprehensive plan committee to utilize the tools given at the Visioning Session.  Rittenour said the Township has also adopted a planning system that runs parallel to the county.  Therefore, the plats need approval by both the county and the Township.  Lawrence stated that a timeframe for the Township to see a comprehensive plan should be approximately one year.

Lawrence felt the responses were similar to the responses received from the survey.  Rittenour added that through the survey and the Visioning Session that it supports where the Town Board is.  It’s important knowing we are all “on the same page”.  Bunger said the residents appreciate participating in this type of session, and asked if the Town Board intended to provide a summary to the participants or to put the results on the website.  Since it was a good job of gathering information, Bunger thought the next steps would be forming a committee to draft a vision statement.  Then take a look at some things that were not high priority, but are easily done.  Get those done first.  The committee would regularly report to the Town Board.  Now that the Township has the momentum, keep it going, and keep people involved.  Bunger said he would leave the original materials with Eleanor Rittenour.  Rittenour will be presenting the results at the Annual Meeting.  
Call to Order – The Baldwin Township regular meeting of February 7, 2006 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:01 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the regular meeting agenda without additions or corrections.  Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – Elaine Phillipi asked about whether a water tower was going in Baldwin Township.  It was explained that Dave Thompson was present at the February 6 Town Board meeting and informed the Town Board that two wells will be drilled on the railroad right-of-way.  There will be a treatment plant north of Princeton Auto.  It was stressed that Thompson said that this would not affect the wells in the Baldwin area.

OLD BUSINESS:

Review/Approve Revised Engineering Standards – Dave Schwarting presented draft engineering standards. Lester Kriesel stated that he would like add “not responsible for damage done to lawn irrigation standards”.  This item will be placed on the March Town Board agenda for final approval.
142nd Street Quote Re-Review – The Town Board had approved $25,000 for improving 142nd Street.  The quotes received were:  West Branch at $32,897.35 and Bauerly’s revised quote of $32,682.72.  Dave Schwarting wondered if those prices were firm and Jeff Dotseth asked if there were any grant money available.  Schwarting said there was no success in locating any money for local road projects.   Dotseth questioned if a community septic system would disrupt the road.  Schwarting replied in the affirmative.
Jess Hall questioned why a simpler system of drainage couldn’t be used.  
Schwarting said several different types of systems have been looked at including a step system and a system that would filter through before it went into the lake.  The county, though, is concerned about sediment going into the lake.  Jess Hall said the he couldn’t support spending this kind of money to solve one person’s problem. Nicola Blake-Bradley, Sherburne County, has been out to the site.  Lawrence said the easement was donated in lieu of establishing a subordinate service district.  He further said that there have been drainage issues in that area for many years and the process needs to get started.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table until March when cooperation from the county can be determined.  The motion carried with Jess Hall opposed.  Dave Schwarting will contact the DNR and Bryan Lawrence will contact the county.  

Approve/Disapprove 283rd Avenue Roadwork – Bryan Lawrence talked to Rick Johnson, West Branch Construction, about widening of the shoulders on 283rd Avenue.  There is a permit in process.  The state is talking about possibly closing the road in the future; therefore the plan is to widen the road with sand.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the roadwork on 283rd Avenue.  Motion carried.
Update on Property Issues – Joyce Blesi was present and said that things have gotten worse.  She said the neighbor has taken over completely and that they will be taking him to court.  

The neighbor has taken the fence and the ‘no trespassing’ signs down even though he was told that this was illegal.  Blesi claims that the county sheriff cannot do anything.  There was discussion regarding the whole neighborhood having problems with their property lines.  Jeff Dotseth asked what the Township could do to request the county boundary commission actually investigate.  Dave Schwarting said that the landowners really need to request this action, and that the Townships do not get involved with this kind of matter.  After Blesi quoted portions of the MN State Statue, Schwarting said that this is now a very legal issue, and that the attorneys are the only ones who could sort through it.  It was determined that Mrs. Blesi should obtain legal advice.

NEW BUSINESS:  None. 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:  None.

PLATS:

Horseshoe Ridge, Section 35, Revised Preliminary Plat – Bill Moonen, John Oliver & Associates, was present representing the Secord’s.  Jay Swanson stated that the 
Proposed culverts have not changed and the water is still routing to the south towards his property.  Bill Moonen gave an explanation that the culvert was only installed to handle a 100-year flood level.  He said he would be double-checking with the revised calculations based on the changed per the Bogart letter.  Carol Swanson stated that the 100 year rain was a concern.  Other residents are also having problems when it wasn’t supposed to be happening.  Discussion was held on what a proposed slope easement was.  There was discussion among the residents concerning the preservation of mature trees and a turn lane.  Lawrence said the plan now addresses all issues that the Town Board has brought up with their original preliminary plat and that the plat is reasonable.  

A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to accept the revised preliminary plat of Horseshoe Ridge with the following comments: 1) right turn lane; and 2) 133’ setback from property line on Lot 8 and 9 for building.  Motion carried with Jeff Dotseth abstaining.

Sketch Plan, Section 11, Skarohlid’s – The Town Board reviewed the sketch plan and told the Skarohlid’s to return with a preliminary plat.  

Preliminary & Final Simple Plat, Section 1 – Clint Corrow was present.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the preliminary and final simple plat with the following comment: None.  Motion carried with Jeff Dotseth abstaining.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

MN Spring Maintenance Training Expo, April 11-12, 2006, St. Cloud

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the Resolution to name an un-named lake in Section 13 as Lake Margritte.  Motion carried.

Jess Hall asked if we should start requiring a 100-foot right-of-way through new developments.  Dave Schwarting recommended at least 50 feet on a collector road.  There was discussion regarding 112th Street being a collector roadway and requiring 100 feet of right-of-way.  Hall said he would like to see sight lines reflected in the engineering standards.  Schwarting said that there is no real accurate way to determine sight lines.
Adjournment – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to adjourn at 8:56 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Bob Bunger, Dave Schwarting, Larry Secord, Judy Secord, Dale Nordby, Jeff Kline, Elaine Philippi, Rich Harris, Jon Sevald, Steve Matis, Cheryle Matis, Richard Swanson, Jay Swanson, Carol Swanson, Brenda Skaalerud, Pat Skarohlid, Chuck Skarohlid, Dave Skaalerud, Julius Dorweiler, Joyce Blesi, Paul Martenson
